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Abstract. The study „Experimental freedom: vulgar fundaments and 
strategies within social networks” focuses on the analysis of certain key 
elements in public communication so as to have a better understanding 
of their effects. The assumed values included in the present study involve 
certain personal philosophical and ideational postulates that I have to 
mention from the very beginning for the comprehension of the text. 
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What is public digitized communication?

Public communication is intended to be a joy of aspiration (positive case) or 
common hatred (negative case), or mostly a combination of both! In hedonic man-
ner. Interested. The affective mystery should be reinvented in each participant. 
Rational intelligence must be overcome through the affective one in order to get 
maximum efficiency. It has seldom experienced locutions where persuasion has 
not been present diachronically and synchronically! We communicate by hiding 
our intentions behind the information or informing by masking our intended in-
tentions. But only who knew how to maintain and stimulate the negative case has 
achieved notable results. Consequences are of no interest. On the contrary. They 
are mitigated and diminished because almost everyone has been in the same post-
communicative, factual agreement.

In the digitized era, public communication becomes the carrier of rational mes-
sages directed towards persuasion through the development and gradual clicktiv-
ism1. But it is a methodological error to consider this processualism as belonging 
only to left-wing activism as it is explicitly stated (accord. White, 2010 and etc.). 
Consequence of ideologies denigrated by the liberal world as being effectively 
neo-Marxist. Oppositions and predictable and motivated framings by fear of a 
neo-French alter-revolution! Moreover, if not communist, socialist, post-commu-
nist, post-socialist, then another term must be invented among many others to an-
chor it with diversification in dishonesty, repudiation: illiberalism. Also called a 
partial democracy, low intensity democracy, empty democracy, or hybrid regime 
....”that are categorized as neither ‘free’ nor ‘not free’, but as ‘probably free’, falling 
somewhere between democratic and nondemocratic regimes” (Calleros, Calleros, 
2009, O’Neil, 2010). To sum up: I approach clicktivism without any anchoring in 
dedicated categories, in the locutors` semantic cynicisms, and illiberalism as a 
minimalist tendency to overcome all historical ideologies. This does not mean that 
clicktivism cannot be used as a weapon of manipulation by some leftist doctrines 
and illiberalism as another form of nationalist extremism. 

What is information today? Jumbled cognitive maps

Information is more likely input than output in a system. Each individual is 
reduced to the universe of his knowledge, to more or less structured reason, to 
his own, assimilated cognitive maps, type of mental map, mental model, mental 
representation “a great stuff, no fluff” (Kawasaki& Fitzpatrick, 2014).  I suggest 
this synthetic characterization to analyze the choices made from the perspective of 

1 The Oxford English Dictionary defines Clicktivism as “the use of social media and other on-
line methods to promote a cause.”
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fundamental communication. “...cognitive maps are the representation of an indi-
vidual’s personal knowledge, of an individual’s own experience (Weick and Bou-
gon, 1986), and they are ways of representing individuals’ views of reality (Eden 
et al., 1981). There are various types of cognitive maps.” (Huff, 1990).

What is the man in front of computer screens or smartphones?

Man is not a platonic political animal, a reinvented homo politicus in insignifi-
cant temporal areas (the pre- and electoral case); he no longer symbolizes a homo 
economicus, „the infamous creature populating many RC model” (Eriksson, 2011) 
in advanced societies where subsistence and social assistance have become truly 
functional; he is no longer a traditional homo sapiens (Coolidge&Wynn, 2018) due 
to urbanization and group conglomerations; he is a homo ludens for a short period 
of time, he stops playing; and is no longer just a homo faber because he invented so 
many tools that can bring about destruction that he got into the situation of deplet-
ed, exhaustible resources or on the verge of a causing nuclear conflict and so on. 

The definition of humanities is not a priority, incomplete enumerations do 
not build an isolated, individualized, egocentric system, nor a synthetic, unifying 
one. They show the aimed tendencies, the targeted vectors, inborn and trained 
intentions. In the end, “celebrity culture and the media tempt with the idea of 
fame - often fame awarded for the amount of attention drawn to themselves rather 
than actual accomplishment. The internet allows people to present an inflated and 
self-focused view of themselves to the word.” (Twenge & Campbell, 2013 cf. Alex 
Frame, Gilles Brachotte ed.,) To sum up: Man is reduced to the universe of knowl-
edge structured in cognitive maps of dissipated power that he tries to assimilate 
or reject, in a very simplified manner due to binary thinking (Roman, 2009). As 
the primary subsistence needs are ensured through civilization, he moves on to 
the next threshold, representing abundance or wealth illusion. However, he does 
not forget what could happen without the basic needs.  Any variant is negative 
and frustrating, awakening a sort of essential hatred more or less conscientious 
of the alter Ego. In front of screens and smartphones, humanities feel somehow 
disorganized and therefore act irrationally, protected by the fake anonymity as a 
protester, who is revolutionary but without street movements. But no everyone 
on the internet acts with bad intentions, not everyone who is not being harassed 
on the internet has no value. The dissent of some actors who fight for democracy, 
freedom, justice is a proven activity many times so far.  

Diminished authority 

The public discourse and text acquire symbols in the present society based on 
another kind of type theory that no longer symbolize the consistent and coher-
ent values of the past century particularly because of the mass communication 
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means. Therefore, we can state that redefinitions and reconsiderations are needed 
in the following areas: the transmission medium that was considered more impor-
tant than the message maybe just in the beginning; initially, texts were modelled 
on axioms silently assumed by the society. For this reason, they could remain on 
a secondary position; the patterns that highlight today`s culture and civilization 
seem to become disorganized, showing an increased degree of anarchy in classi-
cal terms.  We are no longer humanities that strive towards the same myths and 
fantastic and religious symbols that were discovered in the Antiquity. We are in 
search for fundamental statements anywhere else except for the past. We suppose 
that there are no longer human extra-terrestrials among humanoids and thus the 
nostalgia of origins becomes a kind of futurist science. Philosophy no longer phi-
losophizes, but metaphysics is embraced in all its splendor by current physical 
research and assumptions. After all it is not a novelty that „under the influences 
of neoliberalism and hypermedia the homo politicus was devoured and political 
leaders today appear less like symbols of authority”. (Cristian Salmos, 2013 cf. 
Frame & Brachotte ed. 2015)

The digitized truth does not differ too much from the modern information rec-
ognized in binary systems, only the effects are incomparable

Truth as a term and processuality in digitized communication remains close 
to the fad spectrum of a cliché and therefore it is used mainly sophistically. It is 
mostly present in fake news displayed by social networks as a functional balance 
remedy for almost erectile dysfunctions. Humanities argue that each individual 
possesses subtle constructions, open and permeable to different type of informa-
tion spread by the less censored and deontological internet. Sex and sexuality play 
a predominant role. There is freedom on certain networks, others impose censor-
ship, others reject it completely but on certain grounds. There is some sort of sex-
ual revolution going on under the impetus of chances and potential encounters. 
The virtual place where normal, formal or informal news is found becomes the 
best environment for launching fake statements in a competitive manner: access, 
deformation, manipulation. 

An architectural experiment: if we analyze comparatively and without preju-
dice the underlying principles of psychoanalysis with those of cognitive psychol-
ogy, libido with computer metaphor, we would be in a position to exclude a fun-
dament as totally invalid. Both contradict so much that they are inoperable in rela-
tion to the same process. Therefore, for a common psychic, the unconscious was 
from the beginning a metaphor, becoming false, from associationism to mental 
cognitive schematism.

In conclusion, freedom of expression becomes an experimental freedom in 
which the meanings and meanings of the terms are quite relative. We would fall 
into a cliché if we firmly stated that it is good or bad, right or wrong to introduce a 
generalized forms of censorship. 
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Research

The research methods are based on text studies, case studies and biographical 
analyses, and introspective re-evaluations. C. Jung’s autobiographical book was a 
sufficient basis for understanding the hilarious foundation of the theory of types 
(Jung, 1996). It is enough to recall the association made about the importance giv-
en at one point to the alchemy and religious foundations, corresponding to the 
confessions made, of real, not figurative importance, to discover that the theory of 
the types is based on utopia, absurdity, abstraction. Serious alchemy as the foun-
dation of more serious theory!

It is no longer worth considering the binary start points specific to modern 
thinking: externally or internally oriented mental energy: we simply translate: 
educated mental energy to take into account the other more than the self, and 
vice versa. If a myth that guided me until recently, had been destroyed, it means 
that most of the assumed and conducting values are successfully used by people, 
against people for wilful or dangerous persuasion. I do not say it is good, bad, 
right, wrong, true, false, etc. But this fact mostly occurs in digitized public com-
munication.

Social networking strategies 

Man is anonymous up to a threshold of normality! Public communication as 
a place of positive or negative combined aspirations, takes place contextually, 
marking clicktivism according to the goals pursued. If it does not belong to public 
institutions, the role of individuals becomes significant. In oppressive, authoritar-
ian, totalitarian societies, it is a chance for social dialogue, a chance for liberation, 
confession, aggregation. However, they depend on the implementation of a de-
gree of censorship and government control. There are known restrictions on the 
Internet in communist or Muslim countries. In non-oppressive, liberal, democratic 
societies, they have a role of economic and political control, normal, pre- and post-
election. But in this case too, attempts are made to advance and overcome some 
historical cleavages, some doctrinal prejudices with the risk of falling into extreme 
ideologies, building alternatives that give rise to the opposition of those in power. 

Man is anonymous up to an interested threshold!  In Romania, according to the 
list of Google’s most popular searches in 20172, the most accessed topics referred 
to National evaluation, baccalaureate, admission to high school or education ti-
tles, Black Friday, technological novelties, tennis has overtaken football in search, 
tournaments like Wimbledon and Roland Garros indicated greater interest than 
a match like Romania - Denmark. Unlike in 2016, where the European football 

2 http://stirileprotv.ro/ilikeit/smart-things/google-2017-care-au-fost-cele-mai-cautate-subiecte-
de-catre-romani.html
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championship was first, the rest of education-related searches are kept and up-
dated with the Rio, Brexit, US elections and the earthquake.

On social networks, man has the masks that he takes! It is common knowl-
edge that people open accounts with fake names and pictures. A combined analy-
sis from multiple sources until 2014 shows that Facebook has 11.2% fake accounts, 
Twitter has 8.5% and Instagram 10% fake accounts3.

Anonymity has not only negative consequences! I have the impression that the 
idea of the censorship on social networking is growing because of fake news. To 
get a new form of control over public communication. Or this subjective sensation 
is by itself a fake story. Anyhow, “The Internet’s capacity to offer its users at least 
a modicum of anonymity (or pseudonymity) is, theoretically, one of its greatest 
strengths. Without it, dissident, marginalized, and otherwise ignored populations 
could not make their voices heard. Think of the LGBTQ activist in Russia or the 
Sudan, or the woman fighting for girls’ education in Afghanistan, or an undocu-
mented immigrant mother highlighting the risks she takes to make a better life for 
her son: Shields of anonymity online protect these voices, creating more and better 
contributions to the marketplace of ideas.”4 

Some conclusions within experimental freedom

I am in search for something! Necessary, simple, habitudinal or induced as 
complex, gradual marketing strategies. One can notice what I`m looking for. Some 
take advantage of the needs of humanities which are grouped according to certain 
criteria. They are just no disinterested foundations. Someone is looking for some-
thing else. Why is he doing this? Is this a desirable process? Maybe not, maybe 
yes. Several of us are looking for different things, states, relationships to which we 
assign certain values. In fact, we mix the images that guide us and paradoxically, 
the most negative image survives, the one with a frightening, terrifying character. 
It is known that failures mark even the strongest intellect and are kept in mind 
the longest. I’m looking for something to be afraid of. A clicktivism-phobia: the 
essence of experimental freedom; the one that decision-makers try to understand. 

The selection of fake news is easy to manage by identifying fake accounts, the 
individuals or pages hosting them. It shouldn`t be done by censoring the terms 
that are considered key-terms, or some generalized standard images. Not every-
thing that implies criticism to a doctrine denotes a left position, not everything 
nude means pornography. The associative example linked to this situation is Fa-
cebook censorship without prior notice and justification to a French professor on 

3 http://ghostproxies.com/blog/2015/03/how-many-of-the-internets-users-are-fake/
4 https://forward.com/shma-now/tochecha-rebuke/353506/the-dangers-of-anonymity-on-the-

internet/
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February 27, 2011 (https://www.rfi.ro/special-paris-100952-facebook-fata-justitiei-
franceze-dupa-ce-confundat-arta-cu-pornografia) who published on his page the 
famous painting “L’origine du monde” of the nineteenth century painter Gustave 
Coubet. The professor was accused of the publication of nudes. He sued the social 
network and now there is an ongoing process. Models are redefined in the name 
of experimental freedom. 

In public communication, during the digitized period, we guide ourselves by 
the most general cognitive maps assumed for various reasons. They are models 
of collectiveness at national level, but also at supranational. The common subject 
involves the stimulation of emotional affective intelligence that is more stable than 
the rational one. The man who loves an idea is seduced entirely, not only partially 
by it, and consequently resorts to the proper deeds. Experimental freedom means 
protecting clicktivism from induced fake phobias. Otherwise it annihilates in dis-
honesty. Humanities in the digitized period are more fragile than ever. Digitiza-
tion means information with a lower or higher dose of truthlessness, with a lesser 
or greater awareness of the phenomenological truth, and not a modern, binary 
truth. It means also search. A man is looking for something. What? To truly over-
come history. Experimental freedom means gaining this right, nothing more!
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